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will reconcile the conflicting aims and substitute
harmony for discord. On the other doctrine, it is a
conflict of hopelessly antagonistic principles, one of
which is to be forcibly crushed.

I hope that I am not too sanguine, but I cannot
help believing that in this respect we have improved,
and improved by imbibing some of the scientific
doctrine. I think that in recent discussions of the
most important topics, however bitter and however
much distorted by the old party spirit, there is yet a
clearer recognition than of old, that widely-spread
discontent is not a reason for arbitrary suppression,
but for seeking to understand and remove its causes.
We should act in the spirit of Spinoza's great
saying; and it should be our aim, as it was his care,
'" neither to mock, to bewail, nor to denounce men's
actions, but to understand them". That is equally
true of men's opinions. If they are violent, passionate,
subversive of all order, our duty is not bare denun-
ciations, but a clear comprehension of the causes,
not of the ostensible reasons, of their opinions, and a
resolution to remove those causes. I think this
view has made some way : I am sure that it will
make more way if we become more scientific in
spirit; and it is one of the main reasons for en-
couraging such a spirit. The most obvious difficulty
just now is one upon which I must touch, though
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